SWITZERLAND AND ITALY
also brought to life in Vienna the question of Germany,
dormant for three months. The committee on German
afiEairs had not met since November 16. On March 22, the
plenipotentiaries of the sovereign princes and free cities
of Germany delivered a note to the chief plenipotentiaries
of Austria and Prussia:
The undersigned, assembled plenipotentiaries of the princes
and free cities of Germany, find in the events now taking place
a powerful motive to declare unanimously that their con-
stituents are prepared to cooperate with every effort and with
levies that are proportionate to the populations of their
dominions and to their forces, in the re-establishment of
peace and order in Europe and in support of an independent
Germany.
At the same'time, because of the influence which it might
have on the success of the common, enterprise, they cannot
neglect to reiterate their desire that Germany's future finally
be made secure through a firm and lasting union. In this
respect, they call attention to the contents of their notes of
November 16, 1814, and February 2, 1815; and they suggest
that immediate and general discussions be initiated, based
on the fundamental principle of a federal pact guaranteeing
rights to all members; that such a pact be signed in Vienna;
and that in this pact, not only the relations between members
of the union be determined and their independence and in-
tegrity guaranteed, but also that the citizens of Germany be
assured a liberal constitution and accorded political rights.3
That was straight from the shoulder. "If you want us to
help you conquer Napoleon, giye Germany a liberal con-
stitution." That was die literal meaning of the note. The
next day, March 23, at the fifteenth meeting of the five-
power committee, Wellington revealed that on March 14,
the day after the manifesto drawn up i>y the eight powers
against Napoleon, His Royal Highness, the Prince of
Orange, sovereign prince of the United Provinces, had
taken the title of King of the Netherlands. Wellington
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